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A grand start = | was wondering what David

3eauchamp was going to bid as
e started thinking after Avi
anetkar’s 39 bid.

For once | picked the right ses-
sion to kibitz! The first board
proved exciting as | watched
GUE NS, George Kozakos —
Phil Gue take on LORENTZ
EW, Avi Kanetkar — David
Beauchamp.

ooking at his hand, | would be
orrying about wasted values in
iamonds and a hole in spades,
yut David showed it pays to be
yositive. After the Exclusion Key
ard 5¢ bid, 6& showed two and
half controls, a concept | am still
Py to come to terms with.

*After the 6% bid, Avi pictured

| would not have had the forti-
tude (or imagination, | have to
add) to bid as well as David and
Avi on the first board:

Women’s and Seniors playoff
semi finals, Set 5

Board 1, North deals, nil vulnerable David’s hand — he imagined a void in diamonds,
aK8765 and thus at least a five-card suit with four hearts
¥93 and a source of tricks.

Q432
&64

*AQ 490432

YAQJ862 u YK1054

®J75 ¢ -

&®72 &#AKQ103
& J10
v7
®AK10986
& J985

West North East South

Kanetkar Kozakos Beauchamp Gue

pass 1% 3¢

3v pass 56" pass

G pass $) 4 pass

79 all pass

1. Exclusion Blackwood
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How right he was. He bid 7%, and was soon chalk-
ing up #1510, 19 IMPs when NS doubled 34 at the
other table and it made 10 tricks for another +570
to LORENTZ.

6% making 13 tricks was a flat board in the other
match.

In the Women'’s field, Elizabeth Havas opened 24
with the thin North hand, and EW failed to reach
slam, so that was a slam swing to TRAVIS.

Women'’s and Seniors playoff semi finals, Set 5
Board 8, West deals, nil vulnerable

«J8

vQ4

¢QJ632

Q543
#A6G32 a7
YAKJ762 E v85
41084 ®AK95
& - & AK9862

#KQ10954

¥1093

*7

&J107

On this deal, the play is the thing. You are declar-
ing 6¥ from the West hand on €Q lead. What's the
problem, you ask? | have four diamond tricks, they
haven't attacked my #A entry, and a 3-2 heart
break will see me home.

2 Sunday, January 16

However, you think, how likely is it that North has
led from a diamond sequence headed by ®QJ67?

Avi won @K, played a spade to the ace, ruffed a
spade and threw his two losing spades on A K.
Worried about a 4-2 trump break, he now finessed
¥J. North won ¥Q and gave South a diamond ruff.

Unlucky, but with 7 appearing at trick one, a sin-
gleton in the South hand was the thing to be wor-
ried about. 14 IMPs to GUE.

At the other table in the playoff semi finals, one
pair bid game, making 11 tricks, while the other
was in 6¥ making 13 tricks, 11 IMPs to BUCHEN.

In the Women'’s neither pair bid slam in the
TRAVIS — THOMPSON encounter, while only the
DAWSON EW pair reached slam in their match
against PACKER.

TBIB Technique

| watched Justin Mill — Nabil Edgtton in their match
against two guys who looked familiar. At the end
of the match, | had a closer look, and said to
South “I know you, how do | know you?”

| don’t know,” South replied. “There won’t be any
other players in Australia with the same surname”
said North.

| looked at their score card for the previous round:
“Mark Jappe! | remember you, it's Stephen
Lester.”




Tim Bourke’s daily

problems

Solutions overleaf

6. PREPARATION
South deals, all vulnerable
NORTH
4J6
vJ7
¢QJ73
#A9876
SOUTH
# AK543
YAQ3
¢ AK
«QJ10
West North East South
248
pass 2¢ pass 2NT
pass ANT Pass 6NT
all pass
West leads #10. What is the best play to make 12
tricks?

Sad to say, due to the ravages of age and a sur-
feit of good living, Mark didn’t remember me, until
he had a closer look.

His memory took him back to the days when he
played with Ben Nagy, Zolli Nagy’s son. He recalls
me telling Ben that Mark looked more manly than
him, an insult Ben never forgot nor forgave .

| told Mark I've said a lot worse things to people.

TBIB Swiss Pairs
Match 6, Board 12, West deals, EW vulnerable

#KJO9753

Q3

10832

L 4
486 «A10
YA10982 ﬂ YKJ5
*AQJ 90754
#Q86 &#A953

Q42

v764

¢*KG6
&#KJ1042

Nabil, at the helm in 3NT after the bidding had
gone 1NT: 3NT, needing to bring in the heart suit.

Nabil won #A at trick one, noting Mark’s #2. North
was likely to hold the spade length on the play to
the first trick, so he cashed YK at trick two and
advanced ¥J. Phil Gallasch won ¥Q and laid
down #K, on which Mark, South unblocked 4Q.
3NT down two was -100, 10 IMPs to NS.
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SOLUTION fo 7im Bourke's Test Your Play

Suppose the full deal is:

J6

vJ7

¢QJ73

&#A9876
82 Q1097
YK10962 v854
410985 €642
& K5 432

#AKS543

YAQ3

¢ AK

*QJ10

What will happen if you win the first diamond trick
and play #Q? When West covers this with &K,
you will be unable to make 12 tricks.

Your best bet then is to win the trick with #A and
then cross back to hand by cashing #Q and #J.
Then after playing your ®A, lead a low spade to-
wards dummy’s jack. Alas, East has #Q and as a
result you will finish a number of tricks short of
your contract.

The way to avoid this embarrassment when West
has #K doubleton or third is to cash €A at trick
two. Now when West covers #Q with #K you cap-
ture it with dummy’s #A. Now you play €Q, ¢J,
discarding the blocking #J and #10 from hand.

12 tricks are now certain: you take two spades, a
heart, four diamonds and five clubs with the heart
finesse in reserve for a possible overtrick.

If East has %K then you will need the heart finesse
to win if you are to make a twelfth trick.
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I15IT PAUL AT THE 5TALL

The Official Encyclopedia of Bridge
The last ever Encyclopedia of Bridge
was published in 2011. Many
photographs are included together
with two CDs, one with the full
printed version of the encyclope

dia and the other with biographies
and world-wide tournament results.
$99.95 down to $85.00

TBIB Swiss Pairs
Match 6, Board 11, South deals, nil vulnerable

#A108

YA95

¢QJ654

&J9
vJ43 YK10862
®A2 *K97
&#653 Q1042

aKJ54

vQv7

41083

& AK87
West North East South
Edgtton  Gallasch Mill Jappe

14"

14 2¢ pass 24
Pass 3NT all pass

1. Precision, 11-15

This deal provides interesting points for both de-
clarer play and defensive play. On a low heart
lead, ¥Q wins, but with two diamond honours to
knock out, it looks as if the defence will be ahead
in the race to establish their suit before yours.

East is sure to have a singleton spade, so are
there any other lines that will bring in nine tricks?
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IMPROVE YOUR GAME

How would you defend?

East deals, NS vulnerable

*AQ5
YK862
¢AQJI93
*Q
LX)
¥v5
8754
&#KJ108753
West North East South
4% pass
5% dbl’ pass 54
all pass
1. Primarily for takeout

West leads #A. Which club would you play as
East?

We must plan on cashing three spade tricks with
the aid of the spade finesse, two heart tricks and
four club tricks.

We have all the spots surrounding East’s #Q10,
and we need an entry back to dummy to cash the
rest of the club suit after running #Q and %9,

so #K needs to remain as an entry.

On defence, West needs to rise €A on a heart lead
and continue hearts, conserving East’s entry to the
hearts. All this happened quickly in the match, with
Nabil rising ®A without hesitation when declarer
played on diamonds.

After a full day’s play, leaders in the TBIB Swiss
Pairs are Matthew McManus—Michael Ware from
Ben Thompson—Renee Cooper and Jim Wallis—
Bill Nash.

The Novice Pairs was won by Margaret and Dave
Havyatt from Jaynew Francis—Kate Ward and Ma-
rie Gin—Henry McMahon.

ABF
S 6 VAN
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IN CLUB
ONLINE

Blast from the past

Researching the history of play before the advent
of electronic data storage is fraught with difficulty.
Browsing through biographies of one of the greats
of early 20" century Australian bridge, | came
across the following deal, featuring Norman
Mussen, a Melbourne institution in the 1930s and
lan McCance and Ailsa Tandy’s famous mother
Dorothy McCance.

“Unfortunately for such a great player, hardly any
hands have been passed down to us. Les Parker
recalled the following hand played in 1936 be-
tween Victor Champion’s Kallara team and the
McCance’s Brompton team, perhaps the most
spectacular hand ever played in Australia,
possibly in the world, between two leading Teams-
of-Four.”

Board 19, West deals, EW vulnerable

4765

YAK743

¢ —-

#KQ862
4KQ3 #AJ109842
¥96 E vy —
¢AQ1082 ®KJ963
&JO7 &5

[ Yp—

¥YQJ10852

754

&#A1043
Table 1
West North East South
Champion N Mussen Oddlie McCance
pass 1v 24 49
44 5¢ 54 ) 4
pass pass 6 pass
pass 7v dbl all pass

Lead; 6, 13 tricks. Score to Mrs McCance +1330

PLAYING BRIDGE TOGETHER

o o B
1 .
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IMPROVE YOUR GAME

How would you defend?

If you followed yesterday’s Defensive Play Ques-
tion, you should not have had any trouble with this
one. The deal arose in the World Men’s Elite Tour,
held in Beijing in 2011.

*AQ5
YK862
¢AQJO93
*Q
«J108 &6
YA1097 v5
¢ K10 8754
dAG42 &#KJ108753
AaK97432
vyQJ43
®62
&9

At both tables the auction was the one given. Both
Wests led #A. One East played #K!, suit prefer-
ence for hearts. West switched to YA and another
heart. East ruffed and 54 was one down.

At the other table, East followed to trick 1 with %8,
a strange card. East can see that the only hope to
beat 54 is a heart ruff and so should play #K.

After long thought West continued with #2 and 54
made. With #K-10, West might also have judged,
after one look at dummy, that there was no hope
other than the heart ruff and played YA and anoth-
er heart despite East’'s #8.

No doubt he was wondering why East had not
played #K, a card which he surely had on the bid-
ding and which would clearly ask for the heart
switch.

KRAVN " PN

Table 2

West North East South

E Mussen Parker Watson  Goldberg
1¢ 1v 14 49

pass pass 5¢ 59

pass pass 6 pass
pass 6Y pass pass

76 dbl all pass

all pass

Lead: PK. 13 tricks. Score to McCance Team
+1970.

Total swing on the hand 3,300 points
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VISIT PAUL OR HELEN AT THE 5TALL

BRIDGE AT HOME

Tablecloths

Quality green or blue velvet with
optional suit symbols in each
corner $60.00 or $65.00

Corduroy in blue, green or coral
$25.00

Playing Cards

Piatnik double sets, large range of
colourful, beautiful designs, prices
ranging from $29.95 to $34.95.

Bidding Boxes

Our super bidding boxes are a
modern design with the same
bid cards for right handed and LH
players. $59.95 per set of 4

Also rosewood bidding boxes
$99.00 per set of 4

Serviettes
3 designs, prices range from $3.00 to $4.95
s and much more.

Paul 0408 888085 Helen 0418 144534 paul@bridgegear.com
WEBSITES www.bridgegear.com OR giftware at 6nt.com.au

myAB
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Would You Bid
(or wouldn’t
you?)

by Joan Butts

From the ABF
Mixed Team
Playoff,
December 2022
You're first to bid.
Do you pass or
does your system
have a bid for this hand?

Example 3
Board 27, Set 2, quarter finals
South deals, nil vulnerable

& K

vJ2

®AKQO9

#076432
You open 1%, wondering whether this could be a
hand to open 14 and distort your shape. West
makes a weak jump overcall in hearts, partner bids
a forcing 24, pass to you.

What the hell do you do now (I thought).

West North East South
1%
29 246 pass ?

Your turn again...do you come into the auction
now or stay out? After all you only have the mi-
nors, but you're at favourable vulnerability.

JOAN BUTTS BRIDGE

4
JOAN BUTTS BRIDGE

BECOME A JOAN BUTTS BRIDGE MEMBER

14-DAYS FREE.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT:
www.joanbuttsbridge.com/join

What happened:

4AQ9843

YA10

€53

&AJ10
& 102 #J765
YK98764 vQ53
®J642 1087
& Q & K85

& K

vJ2

®AKQ9

#976432
West North East South

14

29 24 pass 34
pass ANT pass 56"
G all pass

1. 1 or 4 Key Cards

| was hating my 1é opening, let alone my rebid of
3%, and certainly not relishing the final contract of
64! Until | saw dummy, that was...

ONLINE SCHOOL OF BRIDGE

Learn to play bridge with one of Australia's most
popular and respected bridge teachers, Joan Butts.
Whether you're a beginner, intermediate or
advanced player, Joan Butts' Online School of
Bridge can help you improve your bridge. For $25
per month, you'll have access to 150+ lessons from

The playoff results were:
44 (N) + 450

44 (N) + 450

6% (S) +920

34(N) +200

My view: Michael had such a marvellous hand,
especially when | rebid 3% (as it turned out).

64 made easily with only one trump loser.

At another table, East raised the heart
preempt to 3%, making it harder for South
to find a bid. At two other tables, the spade

game was played, and at one table, game

was missed entirely.

What do you think?

Please send your opinion to me (Joan

Butts) via the editor at

sleksix mail.com

Australia's leading Bridge teacher, 600+ interactive videos
PLUS Play unlimited Bridge Hands. Join today and receive
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Visit Adelaide for the

2023 Autumn Nationals

Thursday 4th May - Monday 8th May 2023
Ridley Centre, Adelaide Showground, Wayville

Gold Masterpoints awarded | PQPs in Open and Mixed events

Butler Swiss Pairs (Open, Mixed, Under Life, Under Grand)

Swiss Teams (Open, Under Life, Under Grand)

New Event Final only on Monday -
One-day Rockie Pairs for players No Consolation
with fewer than 35 Masterpcints,

on Thursday 4th May New Scorer Chris Carolan

Tournament Organiser: Barbara Travis
Phone: 0437 919 928 | Email: anot@abf.com.au

To enter or for more information, see MyABF

South Australian \\\ly,
Vads di:  @TBIE] ABF

b ¢ &b N
Bridge Federation Inc PLAY YOUR CARDS RIGHT :: ‘;4::_,4
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ABF @/
FOUNDATION

What is the ABF Foundation?

The Australian Bridge Federation Foundation provides

the opportunity for individuals, entities and groups to
make donations to support the future of Bridge.

How will your donation help?

Your gift creates a clear and lasting contribution to
support the future of our great game. Your donation may
help fund scholarships and grants; Bridge development;
our general purpose Bridge fund and Youth Bridge.

Donate at any time «~
Electronic funds transfer:
Acc Name: ABF foundation
?Hfﬁn mm BSB: 082902
Jrustroting and hrbiing Acc: 521417602
but never baring!
// E: foundation@®abf.com.au

v W: www.abffoundation.org.au
Ph: D262 392265
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