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High level decisions Board 2, East deals, NS vulnerable
West deals, all vulnerable a7532
West North East South YAK732
Pass 19 64 Pass ¢6
Pass ? & J107
What would you do as North with: 44 N 4KJI8
vQ106 W v98
LR *KJT732 s €984
YKQ852 &KQ95 & A8432
®AJ10972 #AQ1096
&43 vJ54
Answer on page 2 ¢AQ105

Easy kibitzing
The hand analysis

program shows 11 tricks
are possible in 49 or 44,
so it was surprising that
19 declarers went down

| tried kibitzing a match
online yesterday, first
watching only one table,
then both, and | could

have watched the action in 44 (the only denomina-

tion played by NS), with
South opening 14.

from all eight cameras
mounted at the tables in
the playing room.

What is your line of play

'twas almost as good as after #K, #Q from West?

being at the table, with decent clarity and the ability

to scroll around and zoom in and out. Despite the The line to 11 tricks is to double finesse in

PCs in use being older and the cameras not ex- spades, where you will get five spade tricks in
pensive, overall, a great asset for bridge and hand, four hearts, ®A and a diamond ruff. You will
bridge enthusiasts, and it was especially appreciat- win the second club, play a heart to one of dum-
ed to be able to watch two tables at the same time. my'’s top honours and a spade to the nine or 10.

A second heart to the
other top honour, fol-
lowed by another spade
finesse and drawing of
the last trump. Now give

AUSTRALIA up a heart and ruff a

diamond for 11 tricks.
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Should you try to play on crossruff lines, you
should succeed as long as you get spades right.

| was asked how you could go down. That’s easy
— you can lose a trump, a heart, a diamond and a
club if you unwisely (delete that foolishly,
Stephen!) take a diamond finesse.

If you count winners, you can do the exercise: four

trumps, four hearts, one diamond and a diamond
ruff. That allows for a trump loser and a 3-2 break
in hearts.

The Highly Unusual 6NT
by Terry Brown, Sydney

This was the full deal, which arose in Round 8 of
the National Women's Teams and National
Seniors' Teams:

Board 20, West deals, all vulnerable

[ -

YKQ852

®AJ10972

243
a9 4AKQJ1087
YAJB4 W v 10
¢854 s -
209872 #AKQ65

2465432

v973

*KQ63

* 10

The complete auction:

West North East South
Pass 19 6 Pass
Pass 6NT!! Pass 7¢
dbl all pass

Had | bid 7%, Michael would have bid 74, asking
me to choose between 74 and 79.

When dummy appeared with that excellent
diamond holding, Michael said, "Your blood is
worth bottling." Michael was -500 for +14 IMPs vs
6S +1460 at the other table.

| have never seen 6NT used as the Unusual
Notrump. Have you?

Ed: If you played the Women's or Seniors
Teams, this would be a hand you might remem-
ber! Ron Klinger showed a sensational way to
better show the East hand in Bulletin 4, page 5.

Correct history by Peter Jamieson

Hi Stephen,

| have been enjoying your bulletins this week.
Some nice hands as well as general bridge news
about people and bridge history.

| detected a slight error in Bulletin #1 Page 2
about the Lakeside Hotel.

The Lakeside Hotel opened in November 1972
( see Wikipedia ). The Ninth ACT Bridge
Association January Congress was held at the
Lakeside International Hotel on Friday 26—
Monday 29" January 1973.

My bridge scrapbook shows that The Open
Teams qualifying was on Saturday evening at
8pm and the final was at 2:30pm on the Sunday.
The movement was American Whist League and
the result was a dead heat between Paul
Puusaari, Mrs Pat Webster, Bill Westwood and
myself and Jim Borin and Norma Borin, Michael
and Joan Kent, with a countback giving a win to
the Puusaari team.

Bill Westwood sadly passed away last year: the

link to an article about Bill is at https://
www.northshore.bridge-club.org/node/2334
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Tim Bourke’s daily

problems

Solutions overleaf

2. CAUTION
North deals, EW vuilnerable
NORTH
#AQ1086
YAQ95
48
&J108
SOUTH
K5
YK10864
®A2
®d#A752
West North East South
14 pass 29
pass 4¢ pass ANT
pass 54 pass 5NT
pass (6) 4 all pass

North’s 4¢ was a splinter bid, promising a diamond
shortage and heart support. You then drove to the
small slam in hearts via key card enquiries.

West leads ®J. After winning this with A, you
cash YA and all follow. How do you plan to take
another 10 tricks?

Team BOUGHEY

During the break after Round 10, | saw a team
chatting at their table. NZ mother and daughter pair
Carol Richardson and Andi Boughey (married to
top NZ international Matt Brown), are often regular
faces at the National Women’s Teams. | asked
Carol why they weren’t present this year, and she
replied that she considered this year's women’s
event an “Aussie trial”. It is the first time in my
memory that playoffs have ensued from the plac-
ings in the Swiss, making ineligible teams unable
to play in the semi finals and beyond.

| have known Keiran Crowe-Mai, in the past a
NSW bridge administrator, ever since | first lived in
Sydney 33 years ago. | believe 33 years is a mile-

stone year for Keiran, as he has been in the same
job for 33 years. Gold pen coming up one day,
Keiran!

He is in partnership with Lakshmi Sunderasan, a
home club member at Hunters Hill BC. | asked
Keiran and Lakshmi, a delightful young lady, how
they came to be playing together. Keiran told me
he had received a text message from Lakshmi,
asking him to play at 11.30pm on December 8.
Having turned down his regular partner, he said
no, but by 10am he had reconsidered.

Lakshmi and Kieran got through to Round 10 with
few problems (the team was lying in fourth spot
after Round 9). Round 10 was a real partnership
test for EW, with wild shapes and difficult deci-
sions abounding.

Make the correct lead or fail

What is your lead against 3NT from #K1072,
VYA862, 1076, #K7.

Your RHO has shown a strong hand, opening 1,
reversing into diamonds over LHO’s 1% bid, and
then bidding 3NT over LHO’s 34 bid.

Board 12, West deals, NS vulnerable

#J653

vJ1053

¢A984

& 10

Q9
YKQ74
32
686542

4K1072
YA862 w e
1076 s
K7
aA84
vo
*KQJ5
#AQJ93
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SOLUTION /o 7im Bourke's Test Your Play

If this came up at the table, | like to think that eve-
ryone would make 12 tricks on this layout

#AQ1086

YAQ95

¢38

*J108
#J9743 &2
v2 vJ73
¢QJ103 ¢K97654
K96 *#Q43

*K5

YK10864

*A2

®dAT752

After drawing trumps and playing #K followed

by &5 you should make sure of your contract by
covering West’s spade pip with the ten. On this
layout, the ten will win the trick and you will claim
your contract.

If instead you played #A or #Q on the second
round of spades, you would no longer be able to
make 12 tricks.

You may ask “What would happen if it was West
who discarded on the second round of spades?”
The best chance is that East has #KQx(x) without
the nine or a doubleton #Kx or #Qx. So, you
would lead #J from dummy next: if the jack is cov-
ered, win the ace and then lead a low club and
play dummy’s eight unless West produces #9. (If
trumps were 2-2. you would ruff a diamond before
playing on spades, so that East would be end-
played if he began with #K9 or #Q9 doubleton
and would have to concede a ruff and discard). If
&J loses to #K or #Q with West, play #A after
regaining the lead and hope for the best.
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VISIT PAUL AT THE STALL

The Official Encyclopedia of Bridge
The last ever Encyclopedia of Bridge
was published in 2011. Many
photographs are included together
with two CDs, one with the full
printed version of the encyclope

dia and the other with biographies

and world-wide tournament results.
599.95 down to $85.00

Paul 0408 888085 Haelen 0418 144534 paul@bridgegear.com
WEBSITES www.bridgegear.com OR giftware at nt.com.au

The opening lead on this deal better be a low
spade to get the EW defence rolling. #9 forces the
ace, and when declarer plays a club towards the
10, West has to rise, playing a second spade to
East’s queen. A low heart shift to West’s ace
means West can cash #K before EW cash two
more hearts.

A passive diamond lead, however, puts South in a
good position. He wins a diamond cheaply and

runs #10. As on the suggested lead, West has to
win #K, but declarer has nine tricks before EW
can get five.

| didn’t watch the match, so my analysis of the
auction and play is a fiction. However, West did
lead a diamond against Ben Thompson’s 3NT
and he scored nine tricks for 12 IMPs.

| had 12 tricks . ..
Round 8, Board 13, West deals, NS vulnerable

AAKJIT642
vJ85
*J7
P
Q5 4983
YKQ96 W e v10432
¢Q86543 s 109
a7 2K982
10
YA7
*AK?2
2#AQ106543

David Hoffman reports a slam hand where the
12" trick he had planned on evaporated, which
meant he had to plan a squeeze instead.

In 64, on the lead of #10, David won in dummy
and ran #10. When that won, he cashed #A, and
played #Q! That was ruffed with #Q, and now
David was in trouble.
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IMPROVE YOUR GAME

How would you defend?

Problem 10

East deals, all vulnerable

West North East South
pass pass

1¢ dbl pass 2NT

pass 3NT all pass

What would you lead as West from:

#AJ54

vJ3

®¢AQ1075

& 102

He drew trumps and
ducked a heart to
West. West returned a
small heart to the ace.
This meant that David
- could ruff a club and
S8 T

LS - run the spades for a

L1 1 +44¢ double squeeze.

% This was the two-card
4) ending with West yet to

play:

» -

vJ

*J

& -
L e L e
YK Y-
¢Q8 49
L &K

L -

Y-

A2

»—

Thin trump fit

If it was entertainment | was looking for, I'd head
for Jimmy Wallis’ table every time. No matter the
time, the country or the partner, something’s
bound to happen.

Longtime friend Richard Webb, Jimmy’s senior
kibitzer knows this, and he was treated to the fol-
lowing spectacle after Jimmy pulled out the wrong
card from the bidding box.

Board 16, West deals, EW vulnerable

6

YK1097642

Q974

»2
#A10432 #KJ985
v3 w e
¢KJ8 S ¢A1063
& AK105 Q984

Q7

YAQJ85

52

&J763
West North East South
14 3e! 49 all pass

| suspect the only one at the table who didn’'t know
49 was a splinter was West. Declarer bravely
cashed his four tricks, but that was to be it, as
there were no more tricks to follow.

Jimmy and Richard carefully omitted to comment
that West’s trump support was inadequate. Even
Jimmy hasn’t seen a 0-1 trump fit before.

Richard used to man Paul Lavings’ stall at major
tournaments, and his presence around the venues

is missed.
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IMPROVE YOUR GAME

How would you defend?

The deal comes from the 2018 South West Pacific
Teams in Canberra.

East deals, all vulnerable

West North East South

pass pass
16 dbl pass 2NT
pass 3NT all pass

What would you lead as West from:

& AJ54, 9 J3, ¢ AQ1075, & 102

A major suit lead does not appeal, as North figures
to have the majors. A club lead might set up some
winners for partner, but if partner has any high
card in clubs, partner is unlikely to have an outside
entry as well. After all, you have 12 HCP and they
have bid game. That leaves a diamond as your
best choice. The next question is which diamond
should you choose?

Q1082

YAKQ?2

¢J4

&*KJ8
aAJ54 4976
vJ3 v10974
¢AQ1075 €963
& 102 *Q74

K3

¥865

K82

#A9653

Datum: NS 310. The were 29 declarers in 3NT,
with 23 successful. On a low diamond lead, declar-
er can win trick 1 with dummy’s ®J. Then, to try to
keep East off lead, declarer plays #K, followed by
&J. With #A almost certainly with West for the 14
opening, #Q is East’s only potential entry. After
&K, then #&J, whether East ducks or covers, de-
clarer has five club tricks and makes 3NT easily,
probably with overtricks.

As South bid 3NT, €K is highly likely to be with
South. As North doubled 14, North figures to be
short in diamonds. Given North’s takeout double,

the actual layout is much more likely than North
having ®J-x-x and declarer #K-x. At one table,
West produced the killing lead of €Q. South
took ¢K and finessed #J. East won and returned
a diamond. West won, cashed three more dia-
monds and #A for two down, EW +200, +13
IMPs vs. 3NT +630 at the other table.

Five other Wests led €Q against 3NT. Three col-
lected +200 and +13 IMPs. One was +200, +7
IMPs (NS +110 in 2% at the other table). One
South made nine tricks in 3NT, +600, even af-
ter €Q lead.

As #A is a certain entry, leading A, followed

by €Q is a good choice. Only one West led A
against 3NT, but declarer made 10 tricks despite
that. A low diamond works if East has J-x and
South has ®K-x-x-x, but €Q works not only on
the actual layout, but also if dummy has ¢J bare
and South has ¢K-x or ®K-x-x.
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SBianbeoeny: @@f@é

wam (0] 4265 (70

VISIT PAUL OR HELEN AT THE S5TALL
BRIDGE AT HOME

Tablecloths

Quality green or blue velvet with
optional suit symbols in each
corner 560.00 or $65.00

Corduroy in blue, green or coral
$25.00

Playing Cards

Piatnik double sets, large range of
colourful, beautiful designs, prices
ranging from $29.95 to $34.95.

Bidding Boxes

Our super bidding boxes are a

modern design with the same
bid cards for right handed and LH '
players. $59.95 per set of 4 frp

Also rosewood bidding boxes

$99.00 per set of 4

Serviettes
3 designs, prices range from $3.00 to 54.95
s and much more.

Paul 0408 B8B085 Helen 0418 144534 paul@bridgegear.com

WEBSITES www.bridgegear.com OR giftware at 6ntcom.au
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Best Under 750 Seniors Team, Knight Best Under 750 Country Team, Rosetta

,,,o";, 2023 PRO-AM TOURNEY
ABF «=7 PROFESSIONALS AND LEADING PLAYERS
AUCTIONED TO PLAY WITH THE HIGHEST

F(?UNI?AT'ON BIDDER IN OUR ONLINE AUCTIONS

Red-Point Sessions at 7:15 pm (AEDT) on RealBridge on Tuesday 31 January
and Tuesday 7 March 2023, and two sessions on BBO at mutually agreed times.
All proceeds go towards the ABF Foundation.

Our 2023 Tournament is bigger and better with some sensational local and international players donating
their time for our Pro-Am Tourney including:

54

Kate Mc

Ishmael Del'Monte Barbara Travis Susan Humphries Liam Milne

Proceeds from Fund Raisers support the ABF Foundation which was established in 2020 to assist participants
of all skill levels to enjoy and promote our fascinating game. The Foundation hopes to provide scholarships,
promote regional bridge and bridge for youth right through to the retirement community; indeed, it will
support any activity that is considered positive for the future of bridge.

Visit the website at https://abffoundation.org.au/fundraiser/index.asp to make a bid.
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& THE BRIDGE SHOP

Double Dummy Problem 9

NORTH
aAJ4
vQ84
¢*A
L J

4K8 496
YK vJ72
49 ¢4
& K86 &9

SOUTH
Q7
VA9
®-

*#QJ3

South to lead with spades as trumps - North-South
to win the remaining seven tricks. Solution in to-
morrow’s bulletin.

This problem is taken from A Compendium of

Double Dummy Problems by Hugh Darwen,
available from The Bridge Shop here.

(3 4 22
, = P | Canbelrcl;: ﬁ,sti-\”“l
e o st 1 Ll '. SN 5’“" e of Bridge

yww.summerfestivalofbridge.com

' SOLUTION TO DOUBLE DUMMY PROBLEM 8
yae and Sascha Wernle line &4
:‘ { ; %i 4l South plays a trump, running the nine if West

S » -
‘ \ N does not cover. Now, #Q, ruffed if covered or run

if West does not play the King. #Q draws the last
trump and South throws the blocking ¥9. Now the
myAB heart squeezes East. Not covering #Q only de-

| lays a similar ending.
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TASMANIAN FESTIVAL of BRIDGE

MyState Bank Arena, Glenorchy
Thu 23" - Sun 26" March 2023

Thursday/Friday
TFoB Restricted Swiss Pairs
Australian Mixed Swiss Pairs — PQP event
Roger Penny Senior Swiss Pairs

Saturday/Sunday
TBIB Australian Swiss Pairs — PQP event

Sunday CED

TFoB Rookie Swiss Pairs for players with < 25 MPs

Saturday Evening Dinner
Bookings by 20t March essential

Entries now open on myabf.com.au

or for entries and other enquiries contact
Entries Co-ordinator: hugh.grosvenor@gmail.com 0447 044 141
or Event Organiser
Katherine Marsden kmarsden26@gmail.com 0418 135 618

v N
g Events .IT BIB

Tasmanian Bridge Association Tasmania ELAYYONR CARDSTMERT
WWW.taSbridge,Com.au ABF ENDORSED INSURANCE BROKERS

KWWY " pEYe "
v b Aoy
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