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Tocday'’s Program

Sunday 25th January

National Open Teams Final
9.00am —7.30pm, 4 x 16-board rounds

Mixed Matchpoint Swiss Pairs
9.45am — 1.15pm, 2 x 14-board rounds

Results

National Open Teams Quarter-Finals

DALLEY (Paul Dalley — Tony Nunn, Ash Bach — Kieran Dyke) 182.1 defeated VAN DER VLUGT (Maurits van der
Vlugt — Fraser Rew, Matt Mullamphy — Andrew Spooner, Terry Brown — lan Thomson) 58

MEIER (Leon Meier — GeO Tislevoll, Peter Gill — David Hudson — Michael Smart) 186 defeated DEPASQUALE
(Chris Depasquale — Michael Courtney, Giselle Mundell — Andrew Peake) 125.1

Mixed Matchpoint Swiss Pairs (after 7 of 9 rounds)

Ist Geeske Joel — Liam Milne 95.90 VP
=2  Alex Goss — Pamela Nisbet 92.93VP
=2 Christy Geromboux — Sebastian Yuen 92.93 VP
4th Jess Brake — Shane Harrison 90.14 VP
5th Paula McLeish — David McLeish 89.33 VP

is important, a bridge system check can also identify
problems before it's too late.

System Health Check \/\ (\’) A/L
Just like a heart health check on your cardiovascular system
What is the meaning of this 3NT bid in your partnership?
Is it choice of games, a balanced raise or something else?
Why?

19 — 3NT

This system health check is sponsored by the Heart Research
Institute. Please support those who support bridge by making a @HR BREAKING GROUND'
HEALING HEARTS.

donation if you are able to.




TASMANIAN FESTIVAL of BRIDGE
19th- 22" March 2026

My State Bank Arena, Glenorchy

Thu 19" — Fri 20t Sat 21%t — Sun 22"
Australian Mixed Swiss Pairs Australian Open Swiss Pairs
TFoB Restricted Swiss Pairs Novice Swiss Pairs (Sat)

Roger Penny Seniors’ Swiss Pairs ~ Rookie Swiss Pairs (Sun)

Saturday evening dinner $50

ENTER on myABF.com.au

olRIO)

Tournament Organiser Katherine Marsden kmarsden26@gmail.com 0418 135 618
Entries Coordinator Hugh Grosvenor hugh.grosvenor@gmail.com 0447 044 141

ABF Mixed Pairs and Seniors’ Teams Playoffs

Direct entry to the above ABF Playoffs will be offered to several contending pairs in the Australian Mixed
Swiss Pairs and the Roger Penny Seniors’ Swiss Pairs. See details on ABF playoffs website

B 1st.co FIXED INCOME
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National Open Teams Semi-Final Stanza 1

In Dalley vs van der Vlugt, Paul Dalley and Terry Brown took very different views of their hands on board 7:

Board 7 ® 432
Dealer S ¥ 1095
Vul All ¢ J75

& A973
& AK6 & Q10987
¥ AQJ73 ¥ K62
¢ A9 ¢4
& Q42 & KJ105

® )5

v 384

¢ KQ108632

& 36
West North East South
Nunn van der Vlugt  Dalley Rew

3¢

X Pass 46 Pass
ANT * Pass S * Pass
5@ * Pass o * Pass
6@ All Pass

Bid on Stability.

Tony Nunn

Preserve capital & invest in high-income producing assets.

Fixed Income Solutions (FIS) AFSL. 399636 is a
specialist broker providing direct access to fixed
income markets for wholesale investors. FIS
specialises in helping investors diversify their
portfolios through an Individually Managed
account (IMA) or self-directed service.

Get in touch to learn more.

The products we offer include:

Term Deposits & NCDs

AUD Corporate & Government Bonds
ASX Listed & Unlisted Hybrid securities
Foreign currency bonds

Senior Secured Notes

declan.cassidy@fixedincomesolutions.com

+61401 098 144

solutions.com

M soLuTions



https://www.fixedincomesolutions.com/

With little space to manoeuvre after the 34 opening, Paul jumped straight to game and Tony Nunn clearly had a good
enough hand to keycard and bid slam when Paul had a suitable hand. With no club shortages lurking in the defenders’

hands and trumps breaking nicely, 6# was an easy make.

West North East South

Thomson Dyke Brown Bach
3¢

X Pass 36 Pass

49 All Pass

Terry settled for 3# after the same start to the auction and when lan Thomson showed a power double by bidding 4%
he left it there. This contract also made 12 tricks, but the deal contributed to Dalley’s early lead with a 13 IMP slam

swing their way.

Michael Smart’s line in 3NT on board 6 swung 12 IMPs in his team’s favour when the contract didn’t make at the

other table:
Board 6 & A9764
Dealer E ¥ K62
Vul EW ¢ K9
& )98
& K1082 ®3
v Q1084 v A73
+Q ¢ AJB64
& AQ74 & K1052
& QJS
@ J95
4107532
& 63
West North East South
Smart Depasquale  Gill Courtney
1¢ Pass
1v e X Pass
3NT All Pass

Chris Depasquale led a low spade to his partner’s Jack, ducked, Michael Courtney continued #5—K—-A —%3,and a
third spade went to Michael’s Queen. Out of spades, Courtney switched to a diamond to the Queen, King and Ace.

Michael Smart cashed four rounds of clubs, ending in hand, with South pitching two diamonds and North throwing
49. He cashed #10, dummy and Courtney both shedding a low heart, and then played ®Q —K—-A-9.

In the three card ending, he could exit dummy’s remaining heart to South, forcing him to lead into the #J8 for the

last two tricks.
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Buy a mug to support youth
teams to attend the 2026
World Championship

4 designs to choose from

$30 each or all 4 for $99 y
Available in the Rex lobby or on MyABF NS

Email Laura at not@abf.com.au if you would like to sell |
mugs at your club! Free delivery for 10+ mugs
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National Open Teams Semi-Final Stanza 2

Dalley gained a vulnerable game swing on board 29 when Ash Bach and Kieran Dyke bid an aggressive 3NT, with a

J
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weak jump overcall helping to propel them there:

Board 29 & KQ6
Dealer N v

Vul All ¢ AJS 2 ‘
# 107532 o) a
® A9843 ®J5 ¥ {
v A6 ¥ K98752
¢ K643 41085
& 98 & K4
#1072
¥ Q1043
¢ Q72
& AQ6 i
West North East South . g ,\ ‘
Mullamphy Bach Spooner Dyke Kieran Dyke
(£ J 2v Pass
Pass X Pass 3NT
All Pass

Ash’s reopening double is completely normal and Kieran could have passed for +500 but, not having promised

anything yet in the auction, chose to bid the vulnerable game instead.

Matt Mullamphy led a spade, won in dummy with the Queen, then #J was led and covered, and ¢Q also led and

covered. When Andrew Spooner discarded #J on the third club, Kieran established a second spade winner to make

10.

At the other table, Paul Dalley bid more slowly and managed to keep the opponents out of game:

West North East South
Nunn van der Vlugt  Dalley Rew

1% 1v INT
Pass 24 Pass Pass
X Pass 29 All Pass

Since Fraser Rew got his hand off his chest with his INT bid, he wasn’t inclined to bid again and Paul had to go two off

but was undoubled.

Depasquale won this stanza against Meier, with interesting judgment from Chris Depasquale netting them a game

swing:



Board 27 & A43
Dealer S ¥ AK8

Vul Nil *6
& KQ10762
@752 ® 986
v 1094 v Q76
¢ QJ103 ¢ A9842
& AJ3 & 54
& KQJ10
v J532
4 K75
# 98
West North East South Michael Courtney
Hudson Depasquale  Gill Courtney
Pass
Pass (£ J Pass e
Pass 3¢ * Pass 46
All Pass

Most people wouldn’t respond 14 with a 4-4 in the majors nor think to splinter with 3-card support after their

partner’s response but both actions worked beautifully here.

David Hudson led a trump which Michael Courtney won in hand to lead a club toward dummy. David flew Ace, played
¢Q to Peter Gill's Ace, and Peter switched to a heart to dummy’s Ace. With trumps and clubs both breaking, Michael

was able to claim 11 tricks.

At the other table, GeO Tislevoll and Leon Meier had a more standard auction to 3NT, which was impossible to make

on #Q lead which was strongly suggested by the bidding:

West North East South
Mundell Tislevoll Peake Meier

Pass
Pass 14 Pass 14 (hearts)
Pass 19 (3 hearts) Pass 1
Pass 34 Pass 3NT
All Pass

+450 and +50 resulted in an 11 IMP swing to Depasquale.

David Hudson, on his eleventh straight day of bridge, found the perfect line in 5% on board 31:



Board 31 & JO65
Dealer S v AQ

Vul EW 41095
& K1075
&K ® A872
¥ K752 v 96
¢ AKQ72 ¢ 84
& A32 & QJ964
& Q1043
¥ J10843
¢ J63
L X
West North East
Hudson Depasquale  Gill
14 Pass e
29 Pass 2NT
3é Pass 44
Sé All Pass

David Hudson

South
Courtney
Pass
Pass
Pass

Pass

#5 was led to the 7, Queen and King. David cashed three top diamonds, throwing a heart from dummy. He played

another diamond, pitching the other heart when Chris Depasquale ruffed in. Chris led a trump which was won in

dummy with the Queen, then David led a low spade and trumped in his hand. He ruffed a heart in dummy and played

a low club to his Ace. He then led the last diamond to discard dummy’s spade loser and concede just one more trick

to #K to make his contract.

This was a very even match at half time: Depasquale 68.1 vs Meier 67. The second half of both matches generated a

lot more swings, mostly in

one direction.

TBIB is the official insurance broker for the ABF
and long-term sponsor of the SFOB.

TBIB

PLAY YOUR CARDS RIGHT




National Open Teams Semi-Final Stanza 3

There was excitement at both tables on board 1in the Dalley vs van der Vlugt match but funnily, no IMPs exchanged
hands:

Board 1 & A62
Dealer N ¥ 653
Vul Nil 4107642
74
® J10954 & Q83
v K7 VA
¢ KQ83 ¢ AJ9SS
& Q3 & A10962
& K7
¥ QJ109842
¢--
& KJ85
West North East South Terry Brown
Thomson Bach Brown Dyke
Pass 1% (2+) 49
X Pass ANT * Pass
S¢ X XX All Pass

With trumps 5-0, two top spades missing and a club loser, 5S#XX could only make 9 tricks for -600.

West North East South

Nunn Spooner Dalley Mullamphy
Pass 1% (2+) 4@

X All Pass

Paul Dalley chose to pass his partner’s double, but the same layout that doomed 5# XX at the other table helped Matt
Mullamphy to make 49X for +590 and a flat board.

In Depasquale vs Meier, David Hudson was eventually rewarded for his patient defence on board 13:

See Paul Lavings for all your bridge gear needs

Paul Laoin

3

] |
Bridge Books & Supplzes @\E ?%




Board 13 ® J86
Dealer N ¥ K109864

Vul All *Q
& 362
& AKQ73 #9052
¥ Q53 v A7
¢ J54 410983
& 74 & AKQ3
& 104
vJ2
¢ AK762
& J1095
West North East South A
Mundell Hudson Peake Gill Giselle Mundell
Pass (£ J 14
19 (spades) 2@ X Pass
46 All Pass

David led #Q), winning trick 1, then switched to a passive club, won in dummy. Giselle Mundell had some work to do:
she needed to draw trumps but not before setting up and taking a heart ruff (but she couldn’t afford for Peter Gill to
overruff). She played a spade to the Ace, heart to the Ace and another heart to the Queen and King. David could
have given Peter a heart ruff now, but he must not have been confident of the layout of the major suits. He led another
club, won with the King, and Giselle took a diamond discard on the third top club before drawing a second round of

trumps and ruffing her last heart with #9.

Now she had to play a minor, which was a problem:

'Y
v 1098
¢ --
& .
® Q73 o
¥ -- ¥ --
'y 1098
s 43
® -
¥ --
¢ AK7
410

A trump promotion had been set up for David. Giselle led #3 and let Peter win the trick, discarding her last diamond.
¢ A through was ruffed with the #7 and overruffed with the Jack for the setting trick.



Coffs Harbour Bridge Club
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COFFS COAST GOLD CONGRESS

11 - 16 AUGUST 2026

Opal Cove Resort Coffs Harbour

Entry available from MyABF after 1 April 2026

Tues 11 Aug  (6:00 p.m)
(7.00 pm)

PAIRS

Wed 12 Aug (0930)

Thur13Aug  (0930)

WORKSHOPS

Friday 14 Aug  (1030-1230)

TEAMS

Frid 14Aug (2.00 pm)

Sat 15Aug  (0930)

Sun 16 Aug (0900)

Cocktail Party
Walkins

2 sessions

2 sessions

1 session
2 sessions

1 session

Lunch provided Wednesday, Thursday and Saturday


https://www.abf.com.au/event/2026-coffs-coast-gold-congress/

National Open Teams Semi-Final Stanza 4

Board 31 (pictured on page 1) generated action at all four tables.

Board 31
Dealer S
Vul NS

& QJB732
¥ KJS3

¢ --

& A104

West
Rew

e
o *
S *

@ 10654
v 74

¢ Q97
#7632

®
v 986
10863
# KQJ985

North
Bach

Pass
Pass

Pass

@ AK9

v AQ102
¢ AKJ542
&

East

van der Vlugt

ANT *
Sé*
78

South
Dyke

Pass

Maurits van der Vlugt

Pass

Pass

All Pass

Fraser Rew and Maurits van der Vlugt got to their best spot very efficiently. Maurits simply keycarded over Fraser’s

opening bid, asked for the Queen, and bid grand.

Paul Dalley and Tony Nunn took it a bit slower and found out about the double fit:

West

Nunn

8
2v
S *

Pass

North

Thomson

Pass
Pass
Pass

Pass

East
Dalley

2¢
S *
7%
XX

South
Spooner
Pass
Pass

Pass

X
All Pass

Upon discovering the heart fit, Paul exclusion keycarded then jumped to 7. When Andrew Spooner doubled, Paul’s

XX might have been asking partner to correct to 7# with the Queen or 7NT with #A, but who knows. lan Thomson
took it as a traditional Lightner double and led dummy’s first bid suit, so 7®XX made for 2240. The double and

redouble gained Dalley 12 IMPs in a match that was already decided with only a board to go.

In the other match, Leon Meier and GeO Tislevoll also got to 7%:



West North East South

Meier Peake Tislevoll Mundell
Pass

1® Pass 2¢ Pass

2v Pass 26 Pass

34 Pass Sé Pass

Se Pass 79 All Pass

After GeQ'’s 28 bid, it looked like Leon and GeO might get to 74 but they went for the 4-4 fit instead. Giselle
Mundell didn’t double and when Andrew Peake led a trump, Leon could claim at trick 1.

Michael Courtney and Chris Depasquale had the exact same auction as Paul and Tony:

West North East South

Depasquale Hudson Courtney Gill
Pass

1® Pass 2¢ Pass

29 Pass S * Pass

5@ * Pass 7% X

Pass Pass XX All Pass

Apparently, after bidding 7%, Michael went out for a smoke break —before the auction was over! He had to be recalled
to the table by the director, redoubled perhaps looking for a swing since his team was down, or possibly asking Chris
to bid 7@ or 7NT, but it got passed out.

David Hudson was the only North player to find the killing lead of a spade — Peter Gill ruffed and declarer claimed the

rest of the tricks. A 17 IMP swing to the Meier team was the icing on the cake in a convincing semi-final win.

Please support our sponsors

FIXED INCOME
' li SOLUTIONS

PLAY YOUR CARDS RIGHT

Paul Laoing ﬁ’
Bridge Books & Supplié§ @ﬁ%&,’
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Players and clubs are loving
the new Bridgemate 3.
Combine your BM2s with BM3s

(
plavings@gmail.cor (0’2) 4’295 0870 -
VISIT HELEN AND PAUL AT OUR STALL
AGENTS FOR CLOTHING AND ACCESSORIES
BRIDGEMATE 3 BOXER SHORTS

Strong elastic, luxurious
cottony feel. Two designs,
two colours. Comes in:

S, M, L, XL, XXL.

$15 each

SOCKS =
Long lasting, comfy, made in !
Melbourne. Comes in white or grey.

Fits all sizes

$5 each |

WORLD CHAMPION
DEALING MACHINE

DEALER 4 $5495 plus delivery
DEALER 4+ $5950 plus delivery

Fully electronic, no barcodes.
Preferred by the ABF, all state
bodies and 16 out of 18 of the
largest bridge clubs in Australia.

CARD CAP
Great design, strong, smart looking
$15 each

HAND TOWELS
Soft and fluffy with suit symbols
$10.00 each

‘I Hate This Game | Love' T-Shirts
Black, white or blue

Sizes S, M, L, SL, XXL

$25.00 each

SHAWL

Large size. King pattern. Soft and
comfortable.

$35.00 each

COMPSCORE 3

Great with Bridgemates and
manages all your Masterpoint
requirements $325

JEWELLERY \

Large range of jewellery with card \
symbols. Many sets of earrings. e \
Sterling silver, gold plated and d 4
chrome. Earrings, bracelets, \/
necklaces, priced from $5 to $25 :

Paul 0408 888 085
Helen 0418 144 534
plavings@gmail.com
www.bridgegear.com.au OR
giftware at 6nt.com.au

www.PLBS.com.au

plavings@gmail.com 0408 888 085
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Barbara’s Daily Column: Helping Partner Out

Barbara Travis

People often ask me for advice about how to be more successful with high-level sacrifice decisions. It's not an easy

topic, however many times you or partner can be more helpful in solving these situations.

Here's a hand which came up when | was playing with my daughter, Lauren. Sitting South, she held:

e6
v¥KQ987
*7
#AJ8732

The auction (North-South Vul):

West

Double
44

Double
Double

North East
Pass Pass
24 (1) 36
Pass Pass
S5e Pass
All Pass

South
10
4%
5é

Pass

(1) This showed a good raise to 2% or better. (Bidding 2® immediately shows a weaker raise, which can be important

for opener’s later decision-making.)

Here is the full

®A052
YA
¢AKQ954
$106

hand:

K3

vJ642

41083

#KQ54
Q108743
v1053
)62
49

6

v¥KQ987

¢7

#AJ8732

Once East-West had bid to 4#, Lauren had no intention of defending. However, rather than bidding 5%, she bid S&

to show a distributional hand without defence (in the knowledge | had a decent hand). She wanted to deflect me from

doubling a high-level contract, and she also wanted me to think about a sacrifice or the best lead.



Sitting North, it was obvious to me that Lauren held some 6-5 shape. Therefore, not only did we have a double-fit,
but so did East-West (despite diamonds never being bid). | was happy to play in 5% X or 5% X, but | would have chosen
to defend 5@ (undoubled).

It is this sort of descriptive bid, rather than South just bidding 5%, that helps the North hand make the right final

decision. Furthermore, if the vulnerability had been reversed, | would have been happy to save at the 6-level.

What happened at other tables? Most Norths doubled 5®. (I suspect it was tougher for West to bid S# with his
doubleton club, because | had removed 5% X to 59.)

Here are some other examples for you to think about:

102

vQJ2

¢KJ1052

#1065
®AKQJS #0864
¥5 91073
¢Q7 483
&KO742 #AQ83

®73

$VAK9864

¢A964

&)
At one table:
West North East South

1%

16 29 38 (weak) 49
44 All Pass

At the other table, South made a descriptive bid en route to 4®:

West North East South
1%

1® 29 36 44

46 S5¢ All Pass

Since South was always planning to bid 4% (even with his minimum), he stopped to show his second suit. Sometimes
it will help North to double, sometimes it will help North to find the best lead. In this case, however, North knew to
bid on to 5S¢ or 5® - which proved to be a good save.

It's interesting that both Wests, with spades being so dominant, chose to over 14 rather than show 10 cards in their

hand via a Michaels Cue Bid. For those who play Ghestem (specific two-suited bids) or, as in some cases, that 29



shows the higher two unbid suits, and 2NT shows the two extremes (in this case, spades and clubs), that would allow

East to jump to 44 quickly, shutting out the sacrifice.

Then there’s this hand:

®A7

v6

¢KJ6E32

#K9632
®)90864 eKQ53
$AK1092 vQJ8754
¢7 ¢ A9
74 410

@102

v3

¢+Q10854

*AQJ85

At one table (East-West vulnerable):

West North East South

14 1v 29 (1)
44 (2) 5¢ 5@ Pass
Pass Double All Pass

(1) Cue raise for diamonds. (I play fit-showing jumps after intervention, so South could have bid 34, and now North
is unstoppable — bidding 5-minor, and saving in 6-minor if pushed.)
(2) Splinter bid (34 would be the cue raise).

5% X made in comfort, for +850 to East-West.

At the other:

West North East South
14 1v 29

44 5& 5@ 64

Pass Pass Double All Pass

Support our new SFOB Sponsor

©HRI eaive rearrs.”




Meantime, with a known massive double fit in the minors, South was always going to bid to the 6-level — whether it
was making or a save. This time the contract was failing, but -300 was cheap insurance (and sometimes the slam will

even make!).

And finally, here’s my confession...

This was the hand | held as North:

®AKQI10763

K74

¢2

$32
West North East South

14 Pass

24 44 5¢ 5@
oL J All Pass

What lead should you make?

It's pretty obvious really — partner didn’t overcall 1%, so his S® bid was a lead-directing bid. Your best lead is the ®K,
to make things really clear for partner. Then you'll take 64 down 2 tricks.

| was not concentrating (last-board-itis is a common affliction), and led the #A. 6% made 13 tricks, and partner was

furious with me to boot! He'd made this fantastic bid to guide my defence.

®AKQ10763

$K74

¢2

$32
® \oid ®)
91096 vQ853
¢1074 ¢AKQ9865
*AKQJ1094 &5

608542

$AJ2

¢J3

876

Help your partner by making descriptive bids when it is possible that your side will be left with a high-level decision

about whether to sacrifice or not, and what suit to lead.

Barbara Travis wrote a weekly column for subscribers in 2021. She has kindly offered for them to be reprinted in these

bulletins. For more information, see Barbara’s website www.bridgeatbeaumont.com.
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TBIB are the Insurance Brokers to the Bridge Community.

We provide an exclusive Travel Insurance policy for ABF Members
and their families and friends. Members can insure a Single Trip or
cover all off their travel in a year with the Multi-Trip Policy

The policy has been specifically designed for ABF members and
includes features like;

24 hour emergency assist

Unlimited overseas medical expenses
Cover for travellers up to age 90
Single Trip or Annual Multi-Trip Cover

Pre-existing medical conditions are not a deal breaker - most
conditions can be covered with simple online medical
questions - or call us and we’ll go through it with you.

You can insure for worldwide travel including USA, Canada and
Antarctica - you can even exclude USA and Canada and save
money.

Cruising automatically covered on all international policies

This is exclusive Travel Insurance designed for ABF Members with
UNLIMITED overseas emergency and medical benefits and 24/7
emergency assist based right here in Australia.

www.abfinsurance.com.au 07 3252 5254
abf@tbib.com.au
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ABF ENDORSED
INSURANCE BROKERS


https://www.tbib.com.au/abf-/

Australia’s Bricdge Day Out

Lauren Travis

Bridge Australia Foundation’s inaugural Bridge Day Out was held in September 2025. Over 40 clubs across Australia
participated in the day, with funds raised to support a nationwide Bridge in Schools program. An additional feature of the
day was a Zoom session hosted by Pete Hollands, with guest analysis from Sophie Ashton, Mike Doecke, Renee Cooper and

Liam Milne. The hands written up in this series are from the highlights video on Youlube.

Board 16 ® J10952
Dealer W v K7

EW Vul 410954
& Q10
& KQ73 ® A84
¥ J1083 ¥ AQ96
¢-- ¢ AKQ76
& AK874 L N
®6
¥ 542
4 J832
# 96532
West North East South
(£ J Pass ?

How should East approach their response to 147 | know lots of people who would bid 1%, as they always prioritise
showing their majors over their minors. Liam Milne disagrees with this approach on strong hands, as do . He says there
is no need to bid the major suit first on hands where you are going to force to game (or higher), and that you should
bid your suits in the right order — longest suit first. The plan would be to bid diamonds at your first turn, then reverse
into hearts next, showing at least 5-4 and enough values for game. On this deal, you strike gold — partner will rebid
19! This hand is good enough to just keycard right away, if you wish to, and end up in 6% once you discover you're

missing one keycard.

This approach works with strong, game-going hands. When you think you're only going to make one bid (e.g. with 6-
9 points) it is often better to show your major and try to find a fit there.

The 2026 Bridge Day Out will be held on 28 July. Please see the Bridge Australia Foundation website for more details closer

to the date.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3x-H0Zyt9H8&feature=youtu.be
https://abffoundation.org.au/

