
 
2026 Spring Nationals – Day 4 

 

Winners Are Grinners 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Warren Lazer & Pauline Gumby present the WATKINS Team with the Gumby-
Lazer trophy.  
Congratulations to Lysandra Zheng, Zachary Yan, Heath Watkins and Kate 
MacDonald 

 

 
Warren Lazer & Pauline Gumby receive the Gerda Stern 
Mixed Pairs trophy from David Stern 
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Results Recap 
 
Tuesday saw the two main Mixed events come to a finish. The Gumby-Lazer 
Mixed Teams Final was played out over 56 Boards, and the winners by 8.4 
IMPs were the Watkins Team over the van der Vlugt team. 
There is a write-up of some hands later in the Bulletin. 
 
The Gerda Stern Mixed Pairs event finished today as well with Pauline 
Gumby and Warren Lazer winning the event by 6.6 VPs over Julian Foster 
and Jenna Gibbons. These two pairs played each other in the final round, and 
Pauline and Warren won the last match comfortably with a 60.1% match. 

 

 
The Raceday Swiss IMP Pairs was run today, with the winners Jimmy Wallis 
and Kevin Steffensen. Jimmy is known for his fast pace of play, so it is only 
fitting that he won this event. Denise Barnes & Hamid Sadigh were second 
by a few VPs but comfortably ahead of third.  

 

 
David Stern presents the Gerda Stern Mixed Pairs Runners-
Up Julian Foster and Jenna Gibbons their certificate and 
medallions. 
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Gumby-Lazer Mixed Teams Final 
 

Team C/F Set 1 Set 2 Set 3 Set 4 Total 

VAN DER VLUGT 4.6 24 26 21 25 100.6 

WATKINS 0 27 28 39 15 109 

 
VAN DER VLUGT Maurits van der Vlugt – Dagmar Neumann – Jodi 
Tutty – George Kozakos 
WATKINS   Heath Watkins – Kate MacDonald – Zachary 
Yan – Lysandra Zheng 
 
 
 
 

 
You rarely see such a happy team of Runners-Up. Second in the 
Gumby-Lazer Mixed Teams were the van der Vlugt Team.  
George Kozakos, Jodi Tutty, Dagmar Neumann, and Maurits van 
der Vlugt 
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Gumby-Lazer Mixed Teams Final 
The van der Vlugt team started the 
final with a 4.6 IMP carry-forward. 
 
There were a few small swings early, 
and then this hand came along: 

 
 
 Watkins Neumann MacDonald v d Vlugt 
 Kozakos Zheng Tutty Yan 

 W N E S 

 -- -- 1♥‍ P 

 1♠‍ P 2♠‍ P 

 ?? 
 
Heath Watkins passed and made 

2♠‍. 
George Kozakos bid 2NT to ask if 
partner had raised with only three 
trumps, and when he knew it was a 

nine-card fit bid 4♠‍ and made it. 10 

IMPs to van der Vlugt. 

 
A few boards later, the two West’s 
swapped aggression roles. 
 

 
Heath Watkins West opened 1♠‍, 
and had an uncontested auction to 

2♠‍, with South not willing to bid 

anything over East’s 1NT response. 
At the other table, George Kozakos 
opened the West cards with a more 

conservative 2♠‍. After two Passes, 

South overcalled 2NT and North 
raised to 3NT.  
On the Jack of Spades lead, 
Declarer Zachary had 8 tricks 
available, but tried to make it by 
crossing to Dummy to lead a Heart 
towards the King. When that lost, 
3NT was down by 5. 7 more IMPs to 
van der Vlugt. 



 

Page 5 

 
Then came the biggest swing of the 
first set. 

 
Both tables started with the auction 

1♥‍ by West, pass, 4♥‍ by 
East. Over to South. 

Zachary Yan passed 4♥‍, 

and it made 11 tricks.  
Maurits van der Vlugt 

tried 4♠‍ which looks 
pushy, but shape is 
everything in these 
auctions, so a six-card 
suit and a void are great 
reasons to try bidding. 

West Doubled 4♠‍ and 

when the dust settled 
Maurits was down by 4 
and 12 IMPS back to Watkins. 

 
On the next board Watkins gained a 
few more IMPs. 

 
Both North’s opened 1♥‍, both 

East’s overcalled 1NT.  
 

Zachary Yan Doubled for 
Penalties with the South 
cards and Jodi Tutty was 
-500.  
 
Maurits van der Vlugt 

didn’t Double, and Kate 
MacDonald drifted down 
by one trick for -100 and 
9 IMPs to Watkins. 
 

 
 
 
 

Kate 
MacDonald 
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The last board before lunch threw 
up this play problem for both teams. 

 
 
 Kozakos Zheng Tutty Yan 

 W N E S 

 P 1♠‍ X 2♠‍ 

 3♥‍ P 4♥‍ // 
 
George Kozakos received the two of 
Diamonds lead, and won the Ace, 
the winning play is to lead a low 
Diamond next, trump it, and get 
overtrumped. This allows you to ruff 
another Diamond, and eventually 
establish them. 
George played a Heart, and could no 
longer make it. 

 
 
 Watkins Neumann MacDonald v d Vlugt 

 W N E S 

 1♣‍ 1♠‍ 2♦‍ P 

 2♥‍ P 3♠‍* P 

 4♥‍ P P P 
 
Heath opened the West cards and 
managed to stop partner from 
bidding too high after finding the 
Heart fit. 
North led the King of Spades, and 
Heath won the Ace and played a 
Diamond to the Ace and a low 
Diamond, ruffed and over-ruffed. 
He managed to establish the 
Diamonds and get back there to 
make his contract, score a Beer 
Card, and earn 11 IMPs.  
Watkins was up by 0.4 IMPs at 
lunch. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Heath Watkins 
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There was a game swing here in the 
defence. 

 
Both East-West pairs played in 3NT, 
one by East and one by West. 
Zachary Yan was South against 
Jodi Tutty Declaring from West. He 
knew that there were three Heart 
stoppers, so attacked Clubs in the 
mid-game and eventually 
established some tricks for North. 
 
Maurits van der Vlugt was South 
and could see West as Dummy, so 
couldn’t be sure how the Hearts 
were distributed. He kept playing 
Hearts, which allowed Declarer time 
to win establish four Diamonds, a 
Spade and a Club, to go with their 
three Heart tricks. 

 
Heath Watkin’s “ultra modern” pre-
empt backfired slightly here.  

 
As West, he opened 3♣‍ (!). the 
bidding proceeded – Pass – Pass 
and South tried 3NT, which made. 
Maurits took four Diamonds and 
five Spade tricks via a finesse. 
He scored a Heart trick near the end, 
and was possibly surprised that the 
Ace of Clubs was onside for 11 
tricks. 
At the other table, George Kozakos 

declined the option to open 3♣‍, and 

Jodi Tutty opened the East cards 

1♥‍. North-South bid and raised to 

2♠‍ and stopped there. 10 IMPs to 

the van der Vlugt team. 
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After three sets, Watkins was up by 
18.4 IMPs. 
 

 
 
 Watkins Kozakos MacDonald Tutty 

 W N E S 

 P 1♠‍ 2♣‍ 2♠‍ 

 P P 3♣‍ P 

 3NT P P X 

 4♣‍ P P X 
 // 
 
Kate MacDonald elected to overcall 

2♣‍, and then competed to 3♣‍. 

Perhaps expecting a better hand, 
Heath Watkins tried 3NT. Jodi Tutty 

Doubled, and Heath ran to 4♣‍. Jodi 
Doubled again. 
When Kate managed to sneak a 
Heart to her King, she made 10 
tricks and +510. 
 

 
There was one big board with only 
five to go in the last set. 

 
 Watkins Kozakos MacDonald Tutty 

 W N E S 

 -- -- -- 2♦‍ 

 3♦‍* 5♦‍ X P 

 5♥‍ // 

 

A Spade lead defeats 5♥‍, since if 
Declarer draws trumps, they lose 
two Spades and a Club. 
If they try to ruff a Spade, South can 
ruff and play a Club to North’s Ace 
for another Spade ruff. 
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Hand repeated for convenience. 
 
On a Club lead, there is a careful line 
of play that makes. 
After losing the Club, gain the lead, 
play the Ace of Spades and a Spade 
towards the King. If South ruffs, you 
don’t lose another Spade, since you 
can draw trumps, and play the King 
then ruff a Spade. 
If South doesn’t ruff, you can win the 
King, and lead a Spade (losing) and 
then ruff a Spade with the Ace (then 
draw trumps). 
Heath didn’t find this delicate line, 
and was down by one. 

 
Maurits van der Vlugt (West) found 
exactly this line of play. South did 
ruff the second Spade, but since 
North had led a Club at trick one had 
no entry for another ruff. 
 
The van der Vlugt team gained 14 
IMPs, because not only did Maurits 
make 11 tricks, he was also playing 

in 4♥‍ Doubled for +990. 

Watkins was in the lead by 4.4 IMPs 
with 4 boards to go, which were 
mostly all flat, except for a small 
pickup to Watkins. 
 
Watkins won 109 to 100.6 IMPs. 
Congratulations! 
 
 
 

 

 
Semi-Final players (L-R) Dagmar 
Neumann, Kate MacDonald, Maurits 
van der Vlugt and Heath Watkins. Tony 
Nunn recording the action to broadcast 
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Gerda Stern Mixed Pairs Results 
 

Gerda Stern Mixed Pairs  
Rank Names Total 

1 Pauline Gumby – Warren Lazer 167.94 

2 Julian Foster – Jenna Gibbons 162.51 

3 Colin Clifford – Avril Zets 156.41 

4 Giselle Mundell – Andrew Peake 153.71 

5 Jessica Brake – Shane Harrison 152.64 

6 Ella Jacob – Liam Milne 150.41 

7 Deana Wilson – Ian Thomson 144.79 

8 Stephen Fischer – Pele Rankin 142.66 

9 Liz Sylvester – Peter Gill 140.78 

10 Frances Garrick – Jamie Thompson 139.47 

11 Axel Johannsson – Kate Mccallum 137.39 

12 Stephanie Jacob – Tom Jacob 135.51 

13 Peter Reynolds – Jane Reynolds 135.22 

14 Therese Demarco – George Smolanko 133.98 

15 Nicoleta Giura – Nick Hughes 131.90 

16 Ludo Onstein – Robyn Noach 131.13 

17 Maryanne Hingerty – Des Gathy 129.69 

18 Jane Beeby – Leon Meier 127.60 

19 Gwyneira Brahma – Dave Munro 125.67 

20 Theo Mangos – Leigh Foran 124.77 

21 Shayne Palfreyman – Sonya Palfreyman 123.41 

22 Marjorie Askew – Bill Powell 121.40 

23 Gerry Daly – Viv Wood 121.02 

24 Nikolas Moore – Lilly Jia 120.89 

  More results on the next page  
 
Top two pairs win prizes and trophies. 
Top 6 pairs get Mixed PQPs. 
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Gerda Stern Mixed Pairs Results 
 

Gerda Stern Mixed Pairs … continued  
Rank Names Total 

25 Paula Mcleish – David Mcleish 119.69 

26 Noel Bugeia – Janelle Conroy 119.20 

27 Michael Prescott – Jeanette Cao 118.49 

28 Daria Williams – Peter Lyons 114.79 

29 Wenjie Liu – Judy Zhu 113.77 

30 Linda Norman – John Rivers 112.15 

31 Kimberley Zhao – Alan Cransberg 111.51 

32 Julie Guthrie – Mark Guthrie 110.39 

33 Elliott Kaplan – Brenda Kaplan 109.77 

34 Will Jenner-O'Shea – Vanessa Brown 109.05 

35 Rhonda Khong – Paul Smith 108.19 

36 Sachiko Cathcart – Hans Van Weeren 105.06 

37 Alan Schwarz – Tammy Schwarz 103.77 

38 Frank Hardiman – Margaret Phippen 103.76 

39 Michael Young – Gail Mckenzie 100.15 

40 Gary Snow – Sandy Close 98.23 

41 Jake Andrew – Jane Biscoe 98.19 

42 Jean Hydleman – Ralph Edwards 92.78 

43 David Zheng – Sherry Wang 89.68 

44 Margaret Pussell – Chris Hamam 83.72 

45 Philip Hocking – Cathy Hocking 78.75 

46 Lydia Gibbs – Neil Williams 76.09 
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Race Day Pairs Results 
 
Today there was a one-day Swiss IMP Pairs. 
Congratulations to Jimmy and Kevin who were undefeated, but were in 
second place going into the last round. They had a decent win in the last 
round to take the lead when the music stopped. 
 

Raceday Swiss IMP Pairs  
Rank Names Total 

1 James Wallis – Kevin Steffensen 88.20 

2 Denise Barnes – Hamid Sadigh 82.84 

3 Alison Dawson – Janeen Solomon 85.82 

4 Paul Weaver – Terry Bodycote 83.36 

5 Morag Lokan – Chris Lokan 77.43 

6 Tony White – Bill Boulton 74.08 

7 Paul Brake – Robyn Rogers 73.91 

8 Peter Strasser – Andrew Braithwaite 73.53 

9 George Bilski – Nicky Strasser 72.52 

10 Rob Holgate – Peter Fitzmaurice 70.07 

11 Peter Cox – Paul Lavings 69.82 

12 Geoff Hutchins – Helen Little 68.56 

13 Gordon Travers – Holly Li-Johnston 68.50 

14 Philip Young – Lynda Young 67.58 

15 Richard Lock – Richard Deveridge 66.52 

16 Meera Kudva – David Hancock 66.25 

17 Tien Chey – Peter Koorey 63.15 

18 Yulia Koh – Jamie Luxton 63.08 

19 Glen Chick – Ian Jamieson 61.49 

20 Nicolette Bartoli – Sue Cohen 60.86 

21 Zhan Wan – Joseph Cheng 57.33 

22 Phil Halloran – Sylvia Halloran 57.23 
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Monday Swiss Matchpoints Results 
 

Monday Swiss Matchpoint Pairs  
Rank Names Total 

1 Tony White – Barry Dalsto 98.76 

2 James Wallis – Kevin Steffensen 85.52 

3 Geoff Hutchins – Helen Little 85.82 

4 George Bilski – Nicky Strasser 83.36 

5 Paul Weaver – Terry Bodycote 77.43 

6 Cevat Emul – Bob Sebesfi 74.08 

7 Terry Brown – Sue Ingham 73.91 

8 Philip Young – Lynda Young 73.53 

9 Yulia Koh – Jamie Luxton 72.52 

10 Janeen Solomon – Alison Dawson 70.07 

11 Glen Chick – Ian Jamieson 69.82 

12 Peter Strasser – Andrew Braithwaite 68.56 

13 Denise Barnes – Hamid Sadigh 68.50 

14 Phil Halloran – Lalita Kanetkar 67.58 

15 Lucy D'Ambrosio – Garry Viner 66.52 

16 Shane Grogan – Tim Jackson 66.25 

17 Mukesh Parekh – Paul Stebbing 63.15 

18 Clare Filmer Ramsay – Cassandra Mitchell 63.08 

19 Gordon Travers – Holly Li-Johnston 61.49 

20 Paul Brake – Robyn Rogers 60.86 

21 Odette Reynolds – Lesley Capon 57.33 

22 Tien Chey – Peter Koorey 57.23 

23 Anthony Smuts – Heather Olsen 57.06 

24 Meera Kudva – David Hancock 56.79 

25 Morag Lokan – Chris Lokan 56.65 

26 Nicolette Bartoli – Sue Cohen 55.34 

27 Toni Paramore – Annie Cooney 54.62 

28 Ramarathin Krishnamachari – Wayne Hillier 54.37 

These results somehow missed Monday’s Bulletin! Apologies! 
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Useful Conventions With Will – Two Over One 
 
One great guideline for bidding that 
applies in a lot of circumstances, 
but especially in Two-Over-One 
auctions is the principle of Fast and 
Slow Arrival. 
If both players know that you are in 
a Game Forcing auction, getting 
there immediately is weaker (often 
it is a jump straight to game). 
Taking it more slowly and showing 
a fit suggests a stronger hand. 

Example 5  ♠‍ K632  

  ♥‍ JT  

  ♦‍ 875  

  ♣‍ Q987  

 ♠‍ 97  ♠‍ QJT85  

 ♥‍ AKQ76  ♥‍ 9852  

 ♦‍ AJ92  ♦‍ KQ  

 ♣‍ T4  ♣‍ KJ  

  ♠‍ A4  

  ♥‍ 43  

  ♦‍ T643  

  ♣‍ A6532  

 W N E S 

 -- -- 1♠‍ P 

 2♥‍ P 4♥‍* P 

 P P 

*4♥‍: Most people use a jump 
straight to game in a Game Forcing 
auction as a minimum hand. The 
weakest 10-25% of hands. No Aces. 
Weak trumps. Minimum points.

 
There are some auctions in Two-
Over-One where you arrive at the 
three-level and either player could 
still be anywhere from 12 – 19 
points! 
 
If your hand is a little better than 
minimum you possibly need to 
make a slam try (or cooperate if 
partner does).  
 
One useful convention is that if we 
have agreed a Major suit fit in a 
Two-Over-One auction, then bidding 
3NT shows a hand that is better 
than minimum, but not seriously 
interested in a slam. 
This is called the Non-Serious 3NT. 
(I call it the “frivolous 3NT” but the 
name isn’t catching on). 
 
If partner bids the Non-Serious 3NT 
and you have a minimum, or slightly 
better, you can sign off in Game. 
Otherwise, make a Control Bid or 
ask for Keycards.  
If you play the Non-Serious 3NT 
convention and don’t use it, but 
instead you make a Control bid, or 
bid 4NT, it shows a hand that is 
Seriously interested in slam. 
Partner should cooperate 95% of 
the time. 
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Useful Conventions With Will – Two Over One 
 

Example 6  ♠‍ AQT85  

  ♥‍ KQT9  

  ♦‍ A64  

  ♣‍ 8  

 ♠‍ 942  ♠‍ K63  

 ♥‍ 64  ♥‍ 52  

 ♦‍ JT5  ♦‍ Q732  

 ♣‍ KT965  ♣‍ 7432  

  ♠‍ J7  

  ♥‍ AJ873  

  ♦‍ K98  

  ♣‍ AQJ  

 

 W N E S 

 -- 1♠‍ P 2♥‍ 

 P 3♥‍* P 3NT* 

 P 4NT* P 5♥‍* 

 P 5NT* P 6♦‍ 

 P 6♥‍ P P 
 P 
 
 

North-South arrive in 3♥‍, with a 

Heart fit, but neither player really 
knows how many points their 
partner has. North showed a bit 
better than a minimum hand for 
their slower arrival bidding. South 
could have anything from 12 or 13 
up.

 
South might utilise the 3NT (Non-
Serious) Convention. South has 16 
points, so is not completely 
interested in slam, but a bit too 
good to stop in game.  
North has a great hand for slam, 
and a decent hand in the context of 
the bidding, so asks for Keycards. 
If North had a hand not so useful for 

slam, they would simply bid 4♥‍ over 

3NT.  
North-South might also use Control 
bids to express slam interest. 
North could possibly have 

Splintered 4♣‍ on their second bid 
as well. 
There are usually a lot of different 
ways to bid slam-going hands.  
  

The Play (6♥‍ by South): 

There are possible losers in Spades, 
Diamonds and Clubs, but the Long 
Spade suit can be established to 
discard the other things once 
trumps are drawn. 
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Convenor’s Corner 
 
TBIB $50 BRIDGE CREDIT 
LUCKY DOOR WINNER 
20 Oct. 26 
ANDREW BRAITHWAITE 
 
RACEDAY PAIRS TRIVIA WINNERS 
Alison Dawson and Janeen Solomon 
(a $30 Paul Lavings voucher each) 
 
Individual fun round prizes to: 
Meera/David, Yulia/Jamie, 
Nicolette/Sue, Philip/Lynda,  
Alison /Janeen 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jimmy Wallis (South)found another(!) surround play in the last Pairs match 
today. Defending 1NT, he won the Ace of Diamonds at trick 2 and led the Jack 
of Clubs! A rare play, but twice this week! 
 

An apology. The Semi-Final 
Vugraph had the wrong names 
in some seats. 
If you were in the semi-final, 
and found a brilliant play, you 
can take credit for it. If there 
were any mistakes, just tell 
everyone that the names were 
wrong.  - Will 
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Photo Page 

 

Dagmar Neumann playing in 

the Mixed Teams Final 
 
 
 

 

Mixed Teams Final action 

Lysandra, Jodi, Zachary, George 
 

 

Laurie Kelso was spotted 

PLAYING Bridge. A rare sight! 

 
 

 

Mixed Teams captains Maurits 

van der Vlugt & Heath Watkins 



 
2026 Spring Nationals – Day 4 
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Bridge Trivia 
Alongside the Swiss Pairs event today, Convenor Shannon created some 
bridge trivia. Give them a go! 
No answers provided. You are on your own! 
 
1. A way of informing the opponents that partner's call carries a meaning 
they might not expect.  
2. A bid made when it was another player's turn to bid  
3. A statement by declarer about how the remaining unplayed tricks will be 
won or lost without playing them.  
4. A playing technique in suit contracts, where extra tricks are gained by 
ruffing in both hands alternately.  
5. To play a card that is neither of the suit led, nor trump, and that therefore 
cannot win the trick.  
6. A play technique in which a player does not immediately play a card that 
might take a trick, but plays a small card instead.  
7. A bid that is not higher than the immediately preceding bid  
8. A trick taken by declarer beyond the number of tricks required by the 
contract.  
9. A discussion of a hand, and the nature of the result, after the play has 
concluded.  
10. A contract that was deliberately bid in the expectation of going down, in 
the hope of a penalty smaller than the opponents' expected score from 
making a contract they had bid  
11. To mix the cards  
12. Improper communication between partners, effected by words, 
gestures, or facial expressions.  
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Bridge Trivia … continued 
 
Charles Schulz the famous cartoonist was an avid bridge player. Which of his 
characters was named an Honorary Life Master by the American Contract 
Bridge League. 
 
Mr. Shaitana hosted a bridge party of 4 sleuths and 4 suspected murderers, 
and was killed for his efforts in the Agatha Christie mystery Cards On The 
Table? Which of her famous characters was one of the sleuths? 
 
Omar Shariff represented Egypt at Bridge and what other sport? 
 
Which comedy team often had scenes of a bridge game in their films? 
 
 PLACE 

NUMBER 
HERE 
 

 

Australia  1. Alcantra bridge 
China  2. Golden Gate 
England  3. Millau Viaduct 
France  4. Ponte Vecchio 
Italy  5. Python Bridge 
Netherlands  6. Sydney Harbour Bridge 
Portugal  7. The Helix Bridge 
Singapore  8. Tower Bridge 
Spain  9. Vasco da Gama Bridge 
USA  10. Wind and rain bridge 
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